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This novel rmust be elassed as ong of the unjustly forgotten, and I sup
pose most ol the pecple who are well asquainted with "Frarkenstein! heove
not hoard of, much less read, "The ILast wan". It is ona of several attompts
at the fantasy idiom by this authoress, =lso notable being "The uortal
Immortal",

“he seene of the novel 19 1aid betwesn the years 2092 and 2100, anc
Lre Shelley sxhibits poverty of imazination when she dageribes the peclitian
and snelsl 11f2 of that era. Thae only scientifie proaress made since 1825
is the invention of a pagssencer balloon servicea. The political systenm is
-I thes 1820 vintame, whinh 1s stranzely reminiscent of hoWw American wrlters
move their present capitnlist syatem into the far future. Two of the main
characters are Raymond, hasad cn Lord Lyron, and Adrian, which ig Bhelley.
and the entire work is about +hrze tirmen the length of "Frankenstein®,

from out of the Last ceres an irrocistable plame, killing off evervw
body except the narrator - the only pefaon to recover. Constantinople is
struek in 2092, and next year the pestilence reaches Greecs, Italy and
France, arriving at ILondon in 2094. By 2094 very fow people ramain and
these decide to misrate to Parie, were they split into twe groups and he-
gin te fidht and squabnie ecver reliclous belisfs. However when surmcr ar«
rives the plague finishes them all off. The sole survivor wanders ovex
italy chalking h®s name ¢n the walls cf dead towns and gshouting thrcugh the
doors of empty houses. lLondon is waed-epvercd and cows araze in the gtrosly
The bock 13 quite convineingly writtsn, although it naturally suffers bLy
the archa¥c expressicns and idiom used ~ though this may be an advantace
tc those who like this sort of thing - but its main fault lies in its eX=
treme length,

The abcve ig an exanple of a reisw and details cf & fantasy beck produced
cn a standardised fcrm, whieh J lichael Rosenblum weuld like to see adcpt-
¢d by most, if nct all, fanzine produners whe inelude book reviews within
their pages., Then they rould run off an extra 100 or so ce les,.cn blank
sheets (23 18 beinz done with the BR portion of this sheet to e distrib-
uted tc those fantasy bibliophiles takiig part in the scheme. The idea has
reen meoted threugh the cclums of "Browsing" to the FAPA, and several plw=
edges cf support have besn given. I hope to ifclude such reviews in hoth
ry puhrlications at frequent intervals, and weculd be grateful to anybody whe
can cc-cperate by preparing comptent reviews. 4t the moment the fileld ot
rperation is almcst virgin, sc anycne who possesses a single beck can join
in,






